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Population Density 2005 



Population Density 2035 

3 5 Milli+ 3.5 Million



For Houston 2035 to 
equal where Chicago 
is today, we would y,
need to:

Increase road 
network by 13%network by 13% 

Increase transitIncrease transit 
share to 16%



This would resultThis would result 
in our congestion g
worsening by 
“only” 41%“only” 41%



TxDOT Construction Funding: 
Past vs. Future



Sustainable Mobility?Additional Costs

• System Users
– GasGas
– Tolls

Time– Time
• Environment

P ll ti– Pollution
– Loss of natural areas

• Quality of Life
– Public health
– Livability



Is this still the right path?Is this still the right path?



Centers, Connectivity, 
Context Sensitive SolutionsContext Sensitive Solutions





Another path…

Walkable Mixed Connected





Greater East End Management 
DistrictDistrict 



City of Waller



City of Tomball



Midtown



Connectivity



Source: Dan Burden, Walkable Communities, IncSource: Dan Burden, Walkable Communities, Inc



Source: Duany Plater‐Zyberk





Activity/Roadway Density



Redevelopment: Site



Redevelopment: District





Cul-de-sad



Connectivity Tool



Through-Street Spacing* at Different Residential DensitiesThrough‐Street Spacing Needs: Montrose/Hyde Park Areas of Houston, TX
2000 Gross Density Potential Gross Density With 8,000 More Net Units 
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Context is Everything



Context is Everything



Context is Everything

Source: Dan Burden, Walkable Communities, Inc.



Putting it All Together: 
Subregional PlanningSubregional Planning



First SPI Plan: East Port Area  



Connectivity Projects



Jeff Taebel, H‐GAC
Jeff.Taebel@h‐gac.com

www.h‐gac.com/livablecenters


