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Significant PCMS Use Statewide

Good Attention-
Getting Value
Highly versatile

Information provided
Where applied
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PCMS Uses

New detour or detour changes
Ramp closure
Temporary lane drop 
Emphasize reduced speed limits
Warn of unexpected traffic queues 
Warn of flaggers or work crews
Notify of HAR availability
Alert for future traffic changes
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Good PCMS Messages

Simple words
Brief (2 phases) 
Standardized word order
Standardized order of message lines
Use of proper abbreviations
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Poor PCMS Messages

Displaying inaccurate information
Displaying old information 
Displaying irrelevant information
Displaying trivial information 
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Human Factors Studies

Advance Notification Messages
Sequential Use of PCMS
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Advance Notification Messages

Use dates only when necessary

Use text/number format

Example:  June 12

Do not repeat month abbreviation

Example: June 12 - 15

Avoid day/date/time messages

Exceeds information load limits
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Sequential PCMS Messages

Sequential PCMS were identified as 
single message

Sequential PCMS comparable to DMS

Standard maximum information load 
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More About Human Factors Studies

Technical Report 0-4748-1:

Advanced Notification Messages and 
Use of Sequential Portable 
Changeable Message Signs in Work 
Zones

http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-4748-2.pdf
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Guidance is Available

http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-4023-P3.pdf
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Additional Guidance

http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-4748-2.pdf
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Questions

Brooke R. Ullman, P.E.
Assistant Research Engineer
Texas Transportation Institute
b-ullman@tamu.edu


