
The Perfect Traffic Storm

SXSW and the President’s Visit to 
Austin



Austin Traffic





Downtown Austin



Austin Center for Events



Big Events

• Austin City Limits 
Festival – 450,000, 

• F1 – 225,000 
• Republic of Texas 

Motorcycle Rally –
200,000

• UT Football game 
– 100,000+

• SXSW – 400,000



Spring Festival Season aka SXSW





SXSW Street Closures



Traffic Issues



Event Operations Center



Traffic Management



Traffic Management



President Obama is visiting





Messaging and early releases

• City of Austin 
employees

• Austin ISD students
• Travis County
• State Capital 

employees
• Downtown employees



Result



Takeaways

• Start planning early
• Involve all 

departments and 
stakeholders

• Active on-site 
management to 
respond to issues

• Messaging



Questions?
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