
  

A PEER-TO-PEER SAFETY 
PROGRAM FOR AMERICA’S YOUTH 



TOO MANY TEENS ARE DYING 

• Motor vehicle crashes are 
the #1  cause of injury & 
death for teens in America 

• About 3,500 teens per year 
are killed in traffic crashes in 
the U.S.  and nearly 500,000 
are injured 
 

(Source: NHTSA, Traffic Safety Facts, 2009) 

 

 



INVOLVING TEENS IS CRITICAL 

“Tell me something, and I’ll forget.  

Show me something, and I may remember it. 

Involve me, and I’ll understand.” 

     -- Chinese Proverb 



THE HIGHEST RISKS 
Driver inexperience, coupled 
with the following situations / 
conditions: 
• Driving at night / tired 
• Speeding and street racing 
• Distractions, such as cell phones 

and other teen passengers 
• Low seat belt use 
• Driving under the influence of 

alcohol and/or drugs 
(Source: National Safety Council, 2007) 

 



REACH 
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• Over 600 high schools and 
500,000+ teens to date 

 



States with Active TDS Programs 



Identifying & Organizing Your 
TDS Team 

• Team size of 10 to 12 students is ideal 

• Can be a school-based organization 
(Student Council, NHS, 4-H, etc.); 

• Or a group of volunteers 

• Helps continuity if you involve some 
freshman and sophomores as well 



TEENS IN THE DRIVER SEAT® TOOLS 

• “How To” Guide 

• T-shirts and other 
promo items 

• Banners 



T-DRIVER.COM 

• Safe driving articles,  
stats, and facts 

• Contests and Events 
• Team Pages 
• Downloadable videos,  

posters and media 
• Activity ideas 
• Order Forms 
• Testimonials, stories 

 



Manageable projects throughout the year 



Safe Driving Pledges 

Use promo 
items to remind 
friends of 
pledge 



New activity 
planner for 
2012- 2013 
school year  



TEEN TRAFFIC FATALITY TRENDS / BENCHMARKS IN TEXAS  
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TDS Awards    
• Governors Highway Safety Association, Peter O’Rourke 

Safety Award 

• ITE Transportation Achievement Award for Safety 

• 6 major national awards in last 6 years 

http://www.nsc.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.disability.gov/digov_public/image/show/5014&imgrefurl=http://www.disability.gov/home/partners&h=200&w=200&sz=118&tbnid=0_A1y5ljribQfM:&tbnh=104&tbnw=104&prev=/images?q=us+dot+logo&zoom=1&q=us+dot+logo&usg=__dFLPU8WU5SEjEqOh_gUhmRp_qrA=&sa=X&ei=25nmTNCIGoG8lQfxnOywCQ&ved=0CCkQ9QEwBg
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/images/ITE_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/index.htm&h=309&w=585&sz=20&tbnid=C8kjcTe-MeUv4M:&tbnh=71&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=ite+logo&zoom=1&q=ite+logo&usg=__goHmFq3rIIbLx_dNHbnEwSzcOFQ=&sa=X&ei=RanmTKeTN8L6lwelkt3ACw&ved=0CBcQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/images/ITE_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/index.htm&h=309&w=585&sz=20&tbnid=C8kjcTe-MeUv4M:&tbnh=71&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=ite+logo&zoom=1&q=ite+logo&usg=__goHmFq3rIIbLx_dNHbnEwSzcOFQ=&sa=X&ei=RanmTKeTN8L6lwelkt3ACw&ved=0CBcQ9QEwAA
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/images/ITE_Logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.westernite.org/Sections/sbr/index.htm&h=309&w=585&sz=20&tbnid=C8kjcTe-MeUv4M:&tbnh=71&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=ite+logo&zoom=1&q=ite+logo&usg=__goHmFq3rIIbLx_dNHbnEwSzcOFQ=&sa=X&ei=RanmTKeTN8L6lwelkt3ACw&ved=0CBcQ9QEwAA
http://www.ghsa.org/
http://www.ghsa.org/
http://www.ghsa.org/
http://www.ghsa.org/
http://www.ghsa.org/


Governors Highway Safety Association, 2010 - 2012 

DESIGNATED AS NATIONAL BEST PRACTICE 

USDOT, 2009 



Active Program Elements 

• High school 

• Junior High 

• University (pilot test) 
     



CURRENT FUNDING SOURCES 

   
   

 
 
 

http://www.ct.gov/dot




Program Contact 

Program Director    
Russell Henk          
(210) 979-9411    
r-henk@tamu.edu    
   

 
 
 

mailto:r-henk@tamu.edu
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