
RECOMMENDING AND 
REMOVING BIKE LANES IN 

NORTH AMERICA
A n n a  M e s a - Z e n d t ,  A I C P  –  C i t y  o f  E l  Pa s o
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TOPICS COVERED

• C urrent  S it ua t ion
– Toronto
– Houston
– Mexico City

• T he W rong R ea s ons
• T he R ight  R ea s ons
• E l Pa s o B ik e Pla n Upda t e



TORONTO



Current Situation: TORONTO

• Downt own (“O ld T oront o”)  is  provinc ia l s ea t  of  O nt a rio
• T ruly  mult imoda l wit h hea vy /light  ra il, s hips , bus es , 

pers ona l vehic les , wa lk ing a nd c y c ling
• PM pea k  hour bik e volumes  c a n be higher t ha n c a rs



TORONTO - Bill 212

• Accelerate highway construction
– Highwa y  4 13

• Remove bike lanes
– Univers it y  A venue
– B loor S t reet
– Y onge S t reet

• Special approval needed to
replace travel lanes with
new bike lanes

• Indemnification Clause
– Provinc e c a nnot  be s ued if  c y c lis t s  a re injured/k illed on roa dwa y s  

where bik e la nes  ha ve been removed



TORONTO - Bill 212

PASSED
November 25, 2024





HOUSTON



Current Situation: HOUSTON

• S pra wling, c a r- c ent ric  met roplex

• 4 t h la rges t  c it y  in t he U.S .

• S et  goa l t o bec ome G old- c ert if ied 
B ik e Friendly  C it y  by  20 27



HOUSTON – Bike Plan

• A dopt ed in 20 17
• C a lled f or dedic a t ed on- s t reet  

bik e la ne f or A us t in S t  



Austin St at Elgin St

T wo- wa y  c y c le t ra c k  ins t a lled on one- wa y  s t reet



HOUSTON – Austin St Bike Lane

Whitmire said, "I'm resurrecting the fight against the 2-way 
bike lane on Austin St." to senior adviser Marlene Gafrick in 
2024 before the bike lane was closed, per the texts.
"BikeHouston, (Harris County Commissioner Rodney) Ellis and 
Planning Department leaders are bullies who have ignored the 
impact of the bikeways on the community," Whitmire texted. 
"This is not right, and it's time for change.“

“Texts shed light on Whitmire's battle against Austin Street bike lane,”
Axios, August 12, 2025



Year End 2022



MEXICO CITY





The WRONG Reasons 

Political will without 
our expertise cannot 

be the foundation 
for transportation 

infrastructure 
choices



The WRONG Reasons 

Political will without 
our expertise cannot 

be the foundation 
for transportation 

infrastructure 
choices



T ra f f ic  C a lming

C onges t ion Ma na gement

R eques t  f rom elec t ed of f ic ia l

Funding is  a va ila ble f or unpla nned f a c ilit y

The WRONG Reasons



S a f et y

R O W  Ma na gement

C ommunit y  Des ire

A pplic a ble S t a nda rds

A dopt ed B ik e Pla n

The RIGHT Reasons



A pplic a ble S t a nda rds
– Bikeway facility type selection guidance
– Best practices for signage and marking
– Positive interaction with alternative intersection designs

The RIGHT Reasons



THE El PASO
BIKE PLAN
FALL 2025

Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 21



THE 2016 BIKE PLAN

Adopted in 2016, the El Paso Bike Plan recommended policies, facilities, and programs to 
pursue
• Evaluated existing system, needs, and demand

• Recommended extensive bike network and policy changes

• Leveraged grant funding and routine maintenance

• Followed by Complete Street and Vision Zero Adoption 

• Successfully implemented the construction of 475 miles of biking facilities 

22Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 



THE RECOMMENDED BIKE NETWORK IN 2016

1,000 Miles of Bike Lanes, Buffered Bike Lanes, Shared Use Paths, and Shared Lane Markings

23Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 
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THE BIKE NETWORK IN 2016

140 Miles of Bike Lanes, Buffered Bike Lanes, Shared Use Paths, and Shared Lane Markings 
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THE BIKE NETWORK IN 2O25

615 Miles of Bike Lanes, Buffered Bike Lanes, Shared Use Paths, and Shared Lane Markings 
*Map includes funded and designed 
facilities that may not be constructed yet

25Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 
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THE 2016 BIKE PLAN: LESSONS LEARNED

• First and last mile connections 

• Maintenance, design standards, and different users 

• Facility recommendations often correspond to street classification, speed limit, density, and land 
use, but not ROW and Utility Constraints 

26Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 



WHAT’S NEXT 

The City of El Paso was awarded Federal Transit Administration Grant Funds to update the 2016 
Bike Plan
• First and last mile connections

• Countywide Mobility Plan

• Alignment with Complete Street Policy, Vision Zero, and Safe Routes to School

• Regional collaboration, wayfinding, and signature bikeways

• Code amendments and policy changes 

27Transportation Planning Division– Capital Improvement 



E mploy ee- O wned. C lient  Foc us ed.

Stephanie Taylor, PE, PTOE
Senior Project Manager

LJA
214-620-2831

staylor@lja.com

Anna Mesa-Zendt, AICP
Transportation Planning Administrator

City of El Paso
915-297-1558

ZendtAD@elpasotexas.gov

elpasotexas.gov/capital-improvement/bike-planlanes/
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