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QUESTION: 

Is it a good idea to remove drive lanes and 
repurpose them for pedestrian use? 

Many cities are doing it, but also many are 
undoing that kind of a move… 





















Map: Ken Ellis/Houston Chronicle



TIMELINE



ENGAGEMENT RECAP

Business Owners
•Little Dipper
•Flying Saucer
•Zenaku/Cherry
•Shake Shack

Property Owners
•Hines
•Dan
Zimmerman
•UofH Downtown
•Midway

Main Street Hotels
•Hotel Icon
•AC Hotel
•JW Marriot
•Moxy

Other

What we heard...
Downtown is “home” for 
many people

Vibrant and identifiable district, featuring the 
historic buildings and murals!

Main Street should 
be for EVERYONE,

safe and accessible 
for all ages, 

abilities, and users

Main Street should be 
ACTIVE both day and 
night!

Pop up food + eventsShade and lighting!

•Precinct1

Agencies
Houston Public Works Metro
Centerpoint Energy Houston Fire 
Department Houston Police 
Department
Houston Administration and Regulatory Aftairs 
Mayor’s Office of People with Disabilities Mayor’s 
Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Mayor's Office of Cultural Affairs

Stakeholders

PUBLIC & STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Elected Officials 
• Mayor John Whitmire
• Mayor Sylvester Turner
• Council Member 

Gallegos Council 
Member Martinez

• Council Member 
Castillo Commissioner 
Ellis

• Buffalo Bayou 
Partnership
Downtown Residents (2)
•Houston First
•Midtown District
Islamic Da'wah Center



FINAL MAIN
STREET
PROMENAD
E 
WORKSHOP
October 2024

99% of people feel the 
Main Street Promenade 
design reflects their hope 
for Main Street

PUBLIC & 
STAKEHOLDER 
ENGAGEMENT



NEW “SHIFT”
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CHARACTER
Planting

CHARACTER
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CHARACTER
BLUE TILE AT
INTERSECTIONS

















MAIN STREET PROMENADE
PLACE MANAGEMENT
The “Big Shifts” promised with the Main Street Promenade project were informed by years of 
community engagement and include two that require more than physical improvements. 



MAIN STREET PROMENADE 
PLACE MANAGEMENT
Through a new ordinance with the City of 
Houston, DTH+ will be able to accomplish 
these “Big Shifts” by:

• Creating Main Street Promenade 
Outdoor Dining Guidelines for sidewalk 
cafés to support the licensing for 
outdoor dining

• Increasing maintenance & security 
services

• Implementing DTH+ events and 
programming, like music and markets, 
and overseeing licenses for third-party 
events and programming 



AREA OF 
COVERAGE 
FOR 
ORDINANCE



MAIN STREET 
PROMENADE OUTDOOR 
DINING GUIDELINES

The Promenade will offer four types of 
outdoor dining spaces for businesses and 
properties to utilize for sidewalk cafes
Guidelines will ensure the following are 
accounted for with these new types of 
spaces: 

• Path of Travel
• Fire Lane
• Accessibility
• Utility Clearances
• Amenity Clearances



STOREFRONT 
GRANTS



HOUSTON’S ANSWER: 
It can be! It depends on the corridor. Before advancing this 
type of project, we’d advise these five actions occur to 
ensure success:

1. Understand the corridor’s history.
2. Pilot interventions before advancing permanent investments.
3. Allow the businesses and residents to shape the design.
4. Align with mass transit, if possible.
5. Plan for long-term maintenance up front.



THANK YOU
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