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Autonomous Vehicle Operation Phases

Mapping

• The vehicle is 
driven by a 
person across 
the intended 
area of 
operations, 
collecting data.

• Compiled into a 
detailed map.

Testing

• The vehicle 
drives itself in 
AV mode.

• A safety driver 
may be present 
in tests as a 
precaution. 

Deployment

• Vehicle 
accepts 
commercial 
passengers 
and operates 
on the 
roadway, fully 
autonomous.  



AV Safety Working Group Communication



Preparedness & Training

Companies offer trainings for Fire, EMS, 
and Police first responders, including:

• Engaging with the vehicle such as  
switching it to ‘manual mode’.

• Electric and battery system safety 
concerns.

• Towing, moving, and use of life-saving 
equipment (e.g., jaws of life). 

• Contacting remote assistance.



• Hospitals
• Fire Stations
• EMS Stations
• Police Stations
• Special Events
• Schools & School Zones

Critical Infrastructure & 
Events

An email is automatically 
sent from our Computer-
Aided Dispatch system. 

Our expectation is an 
exclusion zone of 1,000 
feet for one hour. 

Emergencies

Geofences



Our Communication to the Public



Infrastructure Improvements



Communication from AV Companies

• Updates on operational status (fleet size, 
ODD, speed)

• Clarification for laws and processes

• Issues with infrastructure that the City can 
mitigate

• Public Safety Training

• Published Statistics

Courtesy of Waymo



Check out our website 
and dashboard!

Thank you!

Rachel.Castignoli@austintexas.gov

CoaAVWorkingGroup@austintexas.gov
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