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UTA-ITE Student Chapter Message 
 

The University of Texas at Arlington Institute of Transportation Engineers Student Chapter is 

pleased to present the annual report of 2017-2018 academic year. During 2017-2018 academic 

year, our student chapter provided different opportunities to get involved with ITE. The most 

important of them include conference support, monthly meetings, and field trips to new 

technology site. We also teamed up with two other organizations, Women Transportation 

Seminar (WTS) and Center of Transportation Equity, Decisions and Dollars (CTEDD) for 

different events which will be discussed in details. ITE supported its students with travel awards 

to conferences such as TexITE meetings in San Marcos and Keystone (Colorado), the National 

Institute of Transportation and Communities seminar in Portland (Oregon), and TRB 2018 in 

Washington DC.  

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Dr. Stephen Mattingly, faculty adviser of UTA-

ITE chapter and also Dr. Jim Williams for their always gracious support and kind encouraging. 

 

STUDENT CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President: Sheida Khademi 

Vice President: Saeed Reza Ramezanpour Nargesi 

Treasurer: Farah Naz 

 

STUDENT CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
 

Number of Student Chapter members: 130 

Number of Student members of Institute: 130 

Number of Students eligible to be a Student member of the Institute: 130 

Number of faculty members who are current ITE members: 3  
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INFORMATION ON UTA TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERING ENROLLMENT 
 

Number of undergraduate students (sophomore - senior years) in your academic department: 

If not Civil Engineering, specify department: 

Full time:  400 (sophomores, juniors, seniors) 

Part time: students are not enumerated as part time or full time 

Does your curriculum allow an undergraduate student to major or minor in Transportation? 

 Yes                                 No    

If "Yes," give number of transportation majors______________ and minors _____________  

Number of graduate students in Transportation.  

Full time:  25    Part time:   students are not enumerated as part time or full time 

               

SUMMARY OF STUDENT CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
 

In 2017-2018 academic year we provided different opportunities for students to be involved in 

UTA-ITE Student Chapter. These Activities include monthly meetings, filed trips, seminars, 

conferences travel awards and co-hosted events with WTS and CTEDD at UTA. We present 

these activities in detail. Figures related to each event are brought under the description of that 

event. 
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Public Transportation Forum, Arlington 
 

The ITE student chapter at the University of Texas at Arlington held a lively meeting on May 

25th, 2017, to discuss the transportation needs in the city of Arlington. The debate was held 

among four individuals. Mayor of Arlington, Jeff Williams, UTA professor Siamak Ardekani 

and businessman Buddy Saunders exchanged views on the benefits and shortcomings of public 

transit in Arlington. The views included both a positive and negative attitude toward expanding 

the public transportation by use of buses and driverless vehicles. Many factors such as the effect 

of public transit on businesses in Arlington, the future population of the city, the difficulty that 

exists for blue collar workforce due to the dependence on private cars and more expensive 

options such as Uber and Lyft came into this discussion. At several points during the interview 

the audience was asked to share their opinion by a show of hands. the EZ Mile EZ10 was a 

particularly interesting part in this debate since subjects such as efficiency and cost of it were 

discussed. It might be interesting to mention that the majority of the audience seemed eager to 

give this new technology a try. 
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TexITE Fall meeting, San Marcos, TX 
 

We, as officers of the ITE student chapter, organized the trip to the beautiful city of San Marcos 

to attend the fall meeting of TexITE. This meeting took place on September 6th-8th, 2017, at the 

Embassy Suites San Marcos Hotel. Our PhD students attended technical sessions, a social night 

and a poster session which were truly advantageous for us due to the fact that we had the 

opportunity to talk to a number of professionals in the field of transportation engineering and 

also students from other universities. It is good to mention that our ITE student chapter fully 

supported all the attending students with the help of the District’s travel support.   
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NITC Summit Leadership, Portland, OR 
 

UTA ITE is part of a NITC center at UTA since we are collaborating with them on a number of 

national projects. The center sent four of our PhD students to the NITC summit. This meeting 

took place in Portland, Oregon, September 11th-12th , 2017, and included a great number of 

workshops and breakout sessions, which were attended by our students, along with a reception. 

In addition, there were poster presentations by students and faculty. We presented four posters 

and received first and third place. Overall, our members had a great opportunity to communicate 

and network with scholars and students from other universities, and find out what research was 

being conducted at other schools in the NITC program. 

 

 

. 
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Monthly Meeting, Speaker: Tim Huya 
 

On October 18th, 2017, we held a monthly meeting where our invited guest speaker was Mr. Tim 

Huya from BNSF. Tim Huya is a Manager of Public Projects for the BNSF Railway Company 

for the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. The topic of his presentation was 

“Construction Projects near Railroad Tracks” which was intriguing to all students and provided 

them with the opportunity to talk to a professional civil engineer. More than 20 students attended 

this very interesting talk. 
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Milo Shuttle activity 
 

The ITE student chapter at UTA arranged a one day trip on November 10th, 2017, to provide an 

opportunity for students to experience the driverless shuttle operated by the City of Arlington. 

The project manager from the City of Arlington presented the details and features of the 

autonomous vehicle which included routes, vehicle specifications, and maintenance 

considerations. It was a very unique and interesting experience to all members. We arranged this 

trip in association with WTS. Around 25 students took part in this trip. 
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TRB 2018, Washington, DC 
 

We are pleased to announce that the ITE student chapter at UTA supported more than ten 

students to attend the annual TRB meeting. UTA students from Civil Engineering, Social Work, 

and Urban Planning attended the meeting. The students attended many technical sessions, poster 

sessions, committee meetings and receptions in this gathering. The outcome was of great value to 

these students since they got to attend meetings regarding funded projects or subjects related to 

their dissertation topics. They also became familiar with the ongoing research in different areas 

of transportation engineering. It might be interesting to know that this meeting included more 

than 5000 presentations in almost 800 sessions.  
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Bowling Night 
 

For a fun gathering, we had a bowling night on February 13, 2018. The objective was to create a 

networking night where members had a chance to get to know one another better. We would like 

to say that this activity was also funded by the ITE student chapter.  
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Sustainable Transportation Seminar 
 

The UTA-ITE student chapter hosted the POLARIS 2018 Sustainable Transportation Seminar on 

February 26, 2018. This seminar included four presentation about low speed vehicles, the use of 

these vehicles and the cost benefit analysis of using this kind of vehicle. There was also a chance 

for students and other attendees to test their low speed vehicle around the campus. It was a great 

opportunity for all of us to get familiar with this technology.  

 

 



 

UTA- ITE Student Chapter Annual Report  

2017-2018 

 

15 
 

 

 

  



 

UTA- ITE Student Chapter Annual Report  

2017-2018 

 

16 
 

NEXT ITE meeting 
 

There will be joint TexITE and Western ITE meeting in Keystone, Colorado, on the 24th through 

the 27th of June 2018. We have invited PhD students from Social Work and Urban Planning 

along with ITE members (from Civil Engineering) to attend this meeting. Any student whose 

poster or presentation is accepted by the conference will be awarded  a travel scholarship. To 

date, more than five abstracts have been submitted for technical and poster presentation sessions. 

In addition, we are training our team to compete in the traffic bowl.    

 

Co-hosted events 
 

We have cohosted a number of events in collaboration with two other student organizations at 

UTA: CTEDD and WTS. We consider this a great opportunity for members of these three 

organizations to get to know each other. Here are the fliers of co-hosted events: 

 

1 Movie Night, Jan 25,2018 
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2Mini Lecture- Feb 15, 2018 

 

Research Lab Close Shot- Jan 19, 2018 
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Happy Hour- Jan 19, 2018 

 

Book Club- Feb 7, 2018 
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Award Recipients 
 

National Institute of Transportation and Communities (NITC) awarded fellowships to our 

undergraduate and graduate students in order to encourage and support them to pursue their 

graduate research in transportation. 

 

 

Moreover, our president of ITE student chapter, Sheida Khademi received WTS graduate scholarship, 

TexITE Dallas fellowship and TexITE scholarship over the 2017-2018 academic year. 

 

 

Name Classification Area Faculty Type of Award Topic

Alex Cremeans BS CE Mattingly NITC Fellowship Factors and Metrics contributing to sprawl direction and rate

Maria Frias BS CE Williams NITC Fellowship Access to Opportunities for Disadvantaged

Kris Hohn Ph.D. SW Cronley NITC Fellowship Social Determinant of Health and Transportation Inequities

Craig Keaton MS SW Cronley & Fields NITC Fellowship Health and Transportation in Older Adults

Golnaz Keshavarzihaghighi Ph.D. Plan Anjomani NITC Fellowship Walking in Smart City

Carlye Lide ME CE Williams NITC Fellowship Public perception of transportation service

Mary McCoy Ph.D. SW Cronley NITC Fellowship MyAmble

Vivian Miller Ph.D. SW Fields NITC Fellowship Transportation barriers to family involvement and social connectivity in LTC

Erin Roark Murphy Ph.D. SW Cronley NITC Fellowship Transportation and Homelessness

Rupal Parekh Ph.D. SW Fields NITC Fellowship Indian Late-life imigration: impacts of transportation changes

Nick Sopko BS CE Mattingly NITC Fellowship Access to Opportunities for Disadvantaged

Sheida Khademi Ph.D. CE Mattingly TexITE, Dallas section scholarship N/A
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ROSTER OF UTA-ITESTUDENT CHAPTER MEMBERS 
 

Our ITE student chapter includes 130 members which are listed below. 

Number FirstName Last.Name Status Position E-mail.Address 

1 bahram abediniangerabi Graduate   bahram.abediniangerabi@mavs.uta.edu 

2 frank adarkwa Undergraduate   frank.adarkwa@mavs.uta.edu 

3 lauren adedokun Undergraduate   lauren.adedokun@mavs.uta.edu 

4 Suman Adhikari Undergraduate 
 

suman.adhikari@mavs.uta.edu 

5 soria adibi Undergraduate   soria.adibi@mavs.uta.edu 

6 ammar alalkimalzaabi Graduate   ammar.alalkimalzaabi@mavs.uta.edu 

7 Razak Albarqaawee Grad   Razakhmd@gmail.com 

8 maxwell aransen Undergraduate   maxwell.aransen@mavs.uta.edu 

9 Derek Baker Undergraduate   derek.baker@mavs.uta.edu 

10 Cristine Baril Undergraduate   cristine.baril@mavs.uta.edu 

11 geoffrey beach Undergraduate   geoffrey.beach@mavs.uta.edu 

12 Chad Behan Graduate   chad.behan@mavs.uta.edu 

13 rupesh bhattarai Undergraduate   rupesh.bhattarai@mavs.uta.edu 

14 Brandon Boehme Undergraduate   brandon.boehme@mavs.uta.edu 

15 ramakrishna boyapati Graduate   ramakrishna.boyapati@mavs.uta.edu 

16 David Bristol Undergraduate   david.bristol@mavs.uta.edu 

17 douglas burnett Undergraduate   douglas.burnett@mavs.uta.edu 

18 sonia campos Undergraduate   sonia.campos@mavs.uta.edu 

19 ana cervantes Undergraduate   ana.cervantes@mavs.uta.edu 

20 sreerathan chadalavada Graduate   sreerathan.chadalavada@mavs.uta.edu 

21 Surya Congress Undergraduate   suryasaratchand.congress@mavs.uta.edu 

22 Amin Daghighi Grad   Amin.daghighi@gmail.com 

23 Hamid Dehghan-Niri Graduate   hamid.dehghanniri@mavs.uta.edu 

24 taylor derden Undergraduate   taylor.derden@mavs.uta.edu 

25 ABHISHEK Dhameliya Grad   abhishekrajeshb.dhameliya@mavs.uta.edu 

26 bharath donavalli Graduate   bharath.donavalli@mavs.uta.edu 

27 ammar elhamad Undergraduate   ammar.elhamad@mavs.uta.edu 

28 Sahar Esfandyari Graduate   sahar.esfandyari@mavs.uta.edu  

29 Sina Famili Grad   sina.famili@mavs.uta.edu 

30 juan franco Undergraduate   juan.franco@mavs.uta.edu 

31 Mariana franco Undergraduate   Mariana.franco@mavs.uta.edu 

32 jean gamarra Undergraduate   jean.gamarra@mavs.uta.edu 

33 Shawn Garner Undergraduate   shawn.garner@mavs.uta.edu 

34 Md Jahangir Gazi Graduate   mdjahangir.gazi@mavs.uta.edu 

35 subindra ghimire Graduate   subindra.ghimire@mavs.uta.edu 

36 Favian Giraldo Undergraduate   favian.giraldo@mavs.uta.edu 

37 Kaustubh Gosavi Graduate   kaustubh.gosavi@mavs.uta.edu 

mailto:maxwell.aransen@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:suryasaratchand.congress@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:kaustubh.gosavi@mavs.uta.edu
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38 Somnath Gosavi Graduate   kaustubh.gosavi@mavs.uta.edu 

39 Tahereh Granpayehvaghei Graduate 
Student 

  tahereh.granpayehvaghei@mavs.uta.edu 

40 Hamid Hajjafari Graduate   hamid.hajjafari@mavs.uta.edu 

41 max hart Undergraduate   max.hart@mavs.uta.edu 

42 Qian He Ph.D   qian.he@mavs.uta.edu 

43 Brent Hickenbotham Undergraduate   Brent.hickenbotham@mavs.uta.edu 

44 paul hoang Undergraduate   paul.hoang@mavs.uta.edu 

45 kristen jackson Undergraduate   kristen.jackson@mavs.uta.edu 

46 Siddharth Jain Grad   Siddharth.jain2@mavs.uta.edu 

47 Shannon Joiner Undergraduate   shannon.joiner@mavs.uta.edu 

48 nikhil joshi Graduate   nikhil_joshi@yahoo.com 

49 anil kaphle Graduate   anil.kaphle@mavs.uta.edu 

50 stevenkemp kemp Graduate   steven.kemp@mavs.uta.edu 

51 Sheida Khademi Graduate President Sheida.khademi@mavs.uta.edu 

52 Aasish khadka Graduate   aasishkhadka@mavs.uta.edu 

53 derek kiddy Undergraduate   derek.kiddy@mavs.uta.edu 

54 kukhyoung kim Graduate   kukhyoung.kim@mavs.uta.edu  

55 max kimbimbi Undergraduate   max.kimbimbi@mavs.uta.edu 

56 Sainath Koppula Graduate   sainathreddy.koppula@mavs.uta.edu 

57 Farwa Lalee Graduate   farwa.lalee@mavs.uta.edu 

58 john lam Undergraduate   john.lam76@mavs.uta.edu 

59 Christian Libebele Undergraduate   christian.libebele@mavs.uta.edu 

60 Victor Ling Undergraduate   victor.ling@mavs.uta.edu 

61 leitre lowe Undergraduate   leitre.lowe@mavs.uta.edu 

62 Elizabeth Lugo Undergraduate   elizabeth.lugo@mavs.uta.edu ,  
elizabeth.lugo2@mavs.uta.edu , 

63 esther macabare Undergraduate   esther.macabare@mavs.uta.edu 

64 sunil madanu Graduate   sunil.madanu@mavs.uta.edu 

65 rushabh madhani Graduate   rushabmadhani@gmail.com 

66 Hram Mang Undergraduate   hram.mang@mavs.uta.edu 

67 yhamirth mendoza Undergraduate   yhamirth.mendoza@mavs.uta.edu 

68 luis miliotto Undergraduate   luis.miliotto@mavs.uta.edu 

69 Somayeh Moazzeni Graduate   somayeh.moazzeni@mavs.uta.edu 

70 vikram mohrir Undergraduate   vikram.mohrir@mavs.uta.edu 

71 Eknath Momale Grad   eknathbharat.momale@mavs.uta.edu 

72 Mohammed 
Areeb 

Muneer Undergraduate   mohammedareeb.muneer@mavs.uta.edu 

73 Meenaakshy Muralidharan Graduate   meenaakshy.muralidharan@mavs.uta.edu 

74 gustavo narez Undergraduate   gustavo.narez@mavs.uta.edu 

75 essam nassar Graduate   essam.nassar@mavs.uta.edu 

76 Mohamed Nawar Undergraduate   mohamed.nawar@mavs.uta.edu 

77 Saieesh Nekkalapudi Graduate   saieesh.nekkalapudi@mavs.uta.edu 

mailto:kaustubh.gosavi@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:nikhil_joshi@yahoo.com
mailto:aasishkhadka@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:kukhyoung.kim@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:rushabmadhani@gmail.com
https://mavorgs.collegiatelink.net/users/membercard/8599595
https://mavorgs.collegiatelink.net/users/membercard/8599595
mailto:mohammedareeb.muneer@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:mohamed.nawar@mavs.uta.edu
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78 Jeffrey Owings Undergraduate   jeffrey.owings@mavs.uta.edu 

79 juan pablo verda daoalos Undergraduate   juanp_verda@hotmail.com 

80 akul Kailasbhai Parmar Graduate     

81 Mayur Patel Graduate   mayurkpatel@mavs.uta.edu 

82 Parth Patel Graduate   parthvpatel@mavs.uta.edu 

83 ajaykumar patil Graduate   ajaykumar.patil@mavs.uta.edu 

84 Zhu peizhi Undergraduate   zhu.peizhi@mavs.uta.edu 

85 Diana Pena Undergraduate   diana.pena2@mavs.uta.edu 

86 Duc Pham Undergraduate   duc.pham@mavs.uta.edu 

87 David phan Undergraduate   david.phan@mavs.uta.edu 

88 Kelsey Poole Grad   kmp456@gmail.com 

89 sarika pothukuchi Graduate   sarika.pothukuchi@mavs.uta.edu 

90 raha pouladi Graduate   raha.pouladi@mavs.uta.edu 

91 aliasghar Rahimioun Graduate   aliasghar.rahimioun@mavs.uta.edu  

92 Ziaur Rahman Graduate   ziaur.rahman@mavs.uta.edu 

93 Sahil Raina Graduate   sahil.raina@mavs.uta.edu 

94 amber raley Graduate   amberaley@gmail.com 

95 Kavitha Ramaswamy Undergraduate   kavitha.ramaswamy@mavs.uta.edu 

96 Saeed Reza Ramezanpour 
Nnargesi 

Graduate  Vice 
President 

saeedreza.ramezanpournargesi@mavs.uta.edu 

97 Sanam Rijal Grad   ergst.sanam@gmail.com 

98 Carlos Saldana Undergraduate   carlosesaldana@mavs.uta.edu 

99 william sanders Undergraduate   wsanders@mavs.uta.edu 

100 janie santillan Undergraduate   janie.santillan@mavs.uta.edu 

101 Mohammadreza Sardari Graduate   mohammadreza.sardari@mavs.uta.edu 

102 dhrumil shah Undergraduate   dhrumil6849@gmail.com  

103 Priyank Shah  Graduate   priyankparesh.shah@mavs.uta.edu 

104 Sirwan Shahooei Graduate   sirwan.shahooei@mavs.uta.edu 

105 muhammad sharif Graduate   muhammad.sharif@mavs.uta.edu 

106 Prapti Sharma Undergraduate   prapti.sharma@mavs.uta.edu 

107 David tatum Undergraduate   david.tatum@mavs.uta.edu 

108 sadikshya Thapa Graduate   sadikshya.thapa@mavs.uta.edu  

109 soujanya tirumalai Graduate   tirumalai.soujanya@gmail.com 

110 DIPENDRA TRIPATHI GRAD   tripathidipendra999@gmail.com 

111 Pratik Vagadia Graduate   pratikdilip.vagadia@mavs.uta.edu 

112 zachary warnke Undergraduate   zachary.warnke@mavs.uta.edu 

113 Joseph Williams Undergraduate   josephdwilliams@mavs.uta.edu 

114 nalah williams Undergraduate   nallah.williams@mavs.uta.edu  

115 Matthew Willoughby Undergraduate   matthew.willoughby@mavs.uta.edu 

116 yalcin yildirim Graduate   yalcin.yildirim@mavs.uta.edu 

117 Ahoura Zandiatashbar Grad   Ahoura.zandiatashbar@mavs.uta.edu 

118 Afshin Shamsshooli Grad   afshin.shamsshooli@mavs.uta.edu  

mailto:juanp_verda@hotmail.com
mailto:aliasghar.rahimioun@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:amberaley@gmail.com
mailto:dhrumil6849@gmail.com
mailto:sadikshya.thapa@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:tirumalai.soujanya@gmail.com
mailto:nallah.williams@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:yalcin.yildirim@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:afshin.shamsshooli@mavs.uta.edu
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119 Ferika Farooghi Grad   ferika.farooghi@mavs.uta.edu 

120 Farah Naz Grad Treasurer farah.naz@mavs.uta.edu 

121 laxmi dhungana Grad   laxmi.dhungana@mavs.uta.edu 

122 harshiljingesh shah Grad   harshiljingesh.shah@mavs.uta.edu 

123 sankhasubhra das Grad   sankhasubhra.das@mavs.uta.edu 

124 kshitija memane Grad   kshitija.memane@mavs.uta.edu 

125 carlye lide Grad   carlye.lide@mavs.uta.edu 

126 hunaid Udaipurwala Grad   hunaid.udaipurwala@mavs.uta.edu 

127 ayushkar dubey Grad   ayushkar.dubey@mavs.uta.edu 

128 adnan aied Grad   adnan.aied@mavs.uta.edu 

129 Feng Hao Grad   feng.hao@mavs.uta.edu 

130 Reza Veladi Grad   reza.veladi@mavs.uta.edu  

 

 

Report prepared by:                                      

Saeed Reza Ramezanpour Nargesi  

UTA Student Chapter Vice President 

Email: saeedreza.ramezanpournargesi@mavs.uta.edu 

Phone Number:682-202-9482   

    

Contents approved by:        

 

     Dr. Stephen Mattingly, 

     UTA Student Chapter Advisor  

     Email: mattingly@uta.edu 

     Date: February 27th , 2018 

mailto:ferika.farooghi@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:farah.naz@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:laxmi.dhungana@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:harshiljingesh.shah@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:sankhasubhra.das@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:kshitija.memane@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:carlye.lide@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:ayushkar.dubey@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:adnan.aied@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:feng.hao@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:reza.veladi@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:saeedreza.ramezanpournargesi@mavs.uta.edu
mailto:mattingly@uta.edu
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