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Section 1 
INTRODUCTION 

 

The Texas A&M ITE University (TAMUite) Student Chapter spends each and every semester working 

diligently to bridge the gap between the academic and the professional world of transportation 

engineering.  Our primary focus is to prepare the student membership to be a viable asset for the 

professional transportation community.  We accomplish this through various activities such as: 

• Technical meetings (academic and professional) 

• Professional development seminars 

• Technical projects 

• Community service projects 

• Social events   

• Chapter membership services 

The remainder of this report will summarize the chapter’s membership, activities, accomplishments and 

future goals.   
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Section 2 
MEMBERSHIP AND PROGRAM INFORMATION 

 

As of April 1st, our chapter includes 57 active student members.  All of our members are also student 

members of International ITE or have memberships pending.  The following tables give a more detailed 

break down of the current membership: 

 

Student Chapter Officers 

Officer Position Fall Semester (2005) Spring Semester (2006) 

President: Erin Eurek Erin Eurek 

Vice-President: Raj Jandhyam Anthony Luce 

Corresponding Secretary: Michael Barbier Michael Barbier 

Treasurer: Roma Garg Erin Saucier 

Membership Secretary: Geoffrey Chum Geoffrey Chum 

Public Relations Director: Anthony Luce Steven Swindell 

Chapter Librarian: Michael Bolin Zhirui Ye 

Webmaster*: James Bryan James Bryan 

Welcoming Committee Chair*: Maduri Gogula Vichika Iragavarapu 

*Appointed Positions 

Student Chapter Membership 

Number of Student Chapter Members: 57 

Number of Student Members of Institute: 57 

Number of Associate (or higher) grade Members of Institute: 0 

Number of Students Eligible to be Student Members of the Institute: 57 

Number of Faculty Members holding Current ITE Membership: 7 / 7 

**It is the policy of TAMUite that all students of Texas A&M are eligible for membership 
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Information on Transportation Engineering Enrollment 

Category 
Fall 

Semester 
2005 

Spring 
Semester 

2006 

Number of Undergraduate Students in Civil Engineering Department: 805 842 

Number of Undergraduate Students Specializing in Transportation: 19 29 

Number of Graduate Students in Transportation: 24 32 
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Section 3 
SUMMARY OF STUDENT CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Meetings 

Our student chapter holds and attends various meetings throughout the year.  The different meetings range 

in purpose and significance.  The general meetings are usually held at the beginning and the end of the 

spring and fall semesters as on-campus social activities to familiarize the membership and prospective 

membership with the focus of our student chapter and of ITE overall.  These meetings are generally kept 

short to allow for the membership and other attendees an opportunity to get to know each other.   

 

We traditionally have our academic technical meetings throughout the spring and fall semesters in 

between the general meetings.  At these meetings, we have speakers from outside our chapter come speak 

to our student membership on different topics that are either related to transportation or to personal 

professional development.  Our technical speakers have included transportation professionals, academic 

professionals, and politicians.  

 

Beyond our chapter meetings, we work each semester to send as many student members to technical 

conferences and professional meetings.  Locally, we encourage our members attend the Brazos Valley 

ITE Chapter (BVITE).  During a recent BVITE meeting, our Chapter President, Erin Eurek, encouraged 

the Brazos Valley Section members to attend student chapter meetings.  The Chapter will also be aiding 

the BVITE Chapter with arrangements for the 2006 Summer TexITE Meeting being held in College 

Station.  The other major meetings that we try to find funding for our students to go to are the Annual 

International ITE Meeting, summer and winter TexITE Meetings and TRB.  Below is a summarized list 

of this past year’s meetings: 

 

Academic Technical and General Meetings 

 April 18, 2005: Chad Zorn, E.I.T. of Wilbur Smith gave a presentation on what to expect in the 

first year of engineering work. A general outline of the types of training and implementation that 

a first year engineer could expect were discuss. Newly elected officers were: 

• Vice President:   Anthony Luce 

• Public Relations:  Steven Swindell 

• Welcoming Committee Chair: Maduri Gogula (appointed) 
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 April 25, 2005:  Mike Dreznes, Vice President of Corporate Communications at Quixote 

Corporation, gave a presentation on “Forgiving Highways.” The topics of discussion included 

how, why, and when accidents happen. Also discussed were some of the ways that accidents can 

be prevented by using different design techniques and safety devices. 

    

September 20, 2005: Edwin C. Friedrichs, P.E., LEED, Senior Principal and President of 

Infrastructure Division at Walter P. Moore, gave a presentation on “Knowledge, Skills, and 

Talent in Engineering Careers.” The major topic that was discussed was the combination of 

technical and non-technical skills that engineers must have in order to be successful in the field. 

The importance of continued learning throughout a career was emphasized several times in the 

presentation. Michael Barbier was elected as the new corresponding secretary. 

 

 October 20, 2005:  Dale A. Fisseler, P.E., Assistant City Manager of the City of Ft. Worth, gave 

a presentation on “The Lancaster Corridor Project.” All areas of the project were discussed in 

some detail including the multitude of smaller adjacent projects that had to be competed as a 

result of the re-routing of the major highway in Ft. Worth, TX. Cooperation between several 

different companies was sighted as a key to the success of any project of large magnitude.  

 

 November 8, 2005:  Jason Serna, E.I.T. & Justin Cain, P.E. of Chiang, Patel & Yerby gave a 

presentation on “Utility Considerations in Roadway Design.” The growing importance of proper 

utility planning was discussed along with several specific project difficulties from the presenter’s 

personal experience. Newly elected officers were: 

• Treasurer:   Erin Saucier 

• Librarian:   Zhirui Ye 

 

 February 2, 2006:  Sean Merrell, P.E. of Brown & Gay Engineers, Inc. gave a presentation on 

“Engineering Analysis and Design of At-Grade Intersections.” Topics discussed included 

different types of at-grade intersections and the pros and cons of each type of intersection. Also 

discussed were some new technology that allows engineers to produce detailed models of 

proposed intersections.  
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 February 23, 2006:  This was a joint meeting with ASCE. Dennis J. Chovan from Halff 

Associates gave a presentation on “The Union Pacific Dallas Intermodal Terminal.” The main 

topic of discussion was the inner workings of this very large project. This project included almost 

all facets of civil engineering which made it both a challenge and an adventure. The main areas of 

work included; major rail work, pavement design, land development, water quality control, and 

structures. 

   

 March 8, 2006:  Michael W. Behrens, P.E., Director of TxDOT, gave a presentation on “The 

future of Transportation in Texas.” Some of the topics covered were upkeep of the current 

system, and the growing demand for more capacity on the roadways. Also discussed were the 

goals of TxDOT for the future and strategies that are being implemented to complete those goals. 

 

Professional Conferences 

Summer TexITE 

In June, nine members of the Student Chapter attended the TexITE Summer meeting in Laredo.  At the 

conference students attended presentations on a variety of transportation planning and traffic engineering 

issues.  During the business luncheon at the conference, TexITE awarded the Texas A&M University 

Student Chapter the Outstanding Chapter Award.  In addition, Erin Eurek, the Student Chapter 

President was awarded the Outstanding Student at Texas A&M University Award. 

 

Winter TexITE 

Seventeen students represented the chapter at the winter meeting of TexITE and International ITE in San 

Antonio this March.  Two students presented during the student poster session.  Linhua Li presented his 

research, “A GIS-based Bayesian Approach for Analyzing the Spatio-temporal Patterns of Intra-city 

Traffic Crash,” and Yunachang Xie presented his research, “Spatial and Temporal Analysis of Highway 

Traffic Accident Analysis in Houston, Texas.”  The students promoted Chapter fellowship with other 

student chapters and with the professional members at the conference, particularly during the student 

poster session.  Marshall Cheek, Jerremy Clark, Erin Eurek, and Rachael Stensrud also attended the 

Transportation Education Council meeting where they actively participated by providing input on current 

issues affecting the international ITE student membership. 
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TRB 

For a week in January 2006, Glenn Anderson, Marshall Cheek, Jerremy Clark, and Erin Eurek 

attended the Transportation Research Board’s 85rd Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.  The students 

were all invited to the Texas Transportation Institute Reception and the ITE Younger Members Social.  

The students were able to meet with past members and officers of the Texas A&M University Student 

Chapter, as well as other transportation professionals. 

 

Field Trips 

In April 2005, several students attended a field trip to the TTI Gilchrist Building where the driving 

simulator is housed.  Students were given a brief introduction to the research uses of the simulator as well 

as information about the software used for the simulation program.  Each student was then given the 

opportunity to “drive.”  In a conjunction with the Zachry Department of Civil Engineering, the Chapter 

also participated in a tour of TranStar and Uptown Houston.  Students were able to explore the facilities 

and learn about the Houston area. 

 

Traffic Counts 

Vehicle counts were conducted in February 2006 along Wellborn at Old Main and Joe Routt.  Pedestrian 

counts were also conducted, along Bizzell Street on the A&M campus, as part of this study.  The counting 

and analysis required 80 hours and sixteen students to complete.  Traffic counts provide the students with 

hands-on, data collection experience that will be useful in future work after graduation.  Although counts 

are not always needed every semester, traffic counts are and additional source of funding for the Chapter. 

 

Community Service 

Community service projects act to unify the membership, while also contributing to the betterment of the 

community.  Recognizing the desire for litter-free highways, the student chapter participated in the 

Adopt-a-Highway Trash Pick-up.  Our chapter conducted two trash cleanups on a section of highway 

along FM 1687 in eastern Brazos County during the spring and fall semesters.  These events were held on 

9 April 2005, 8 October 2005, and 4 February 2006.   A fourth event is scheduled for 8 April 2006. 

 

In October 2005, the Chapter aided with the Zachry Department of Civil Engineering golf tournament, 

scholarship banquet, and reunion barbeque.  Students helped setup and cleanup and also helped the 

coordinators ensure these events ran smoothly. 
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In February 2006, students participated in Aggieland Saturday as part of an engineering recruitment 

weekend for prospective students. Students provided information at resource booths about civil 

engineering and each of the civil disciplines, including transportation engineering.  Volunteers also 

helped during the setup and cleanup for this event. 

 

In March 2006, several students participated in Big Event, a campus-wide community service project.  

This year, students performed yard work and other chores for an elderly woman in College Station.  Our 

group for this event was comprised of various civil engineering student organizations including ITE, Chi 

Epsilon Civil Engineering Honor Society, American Society of Civil Engineers, and American Water 

Resources Association. 

 

Most recently, the Chapter aided with Professional Day activities including the company presentations 

and Distinguished Graduates Banquet.  These events were hosted by the Zachry Department of Civil 

Engineering to enhance awareness amongst current students about the numerous career paths available 

after gradation and to honor past graduates of the department who have distinguished themselves in the 

civil engineering profession throughout their lives. 

 

Social Events 

The ITE student chapter recognizes the importance of supporting fellowship among its members.  

Monthly chapter meetings provide a medium for students to become better acquainted with one another 

and to enjoy a quick meal together.  Social gatherings were held after the April and October 2005  Adopt-

a-Highway trash pick-ups at the home of President Erin Eurek, after the February Adopt-a-Highway at 

the home of Public Relations Director, Steven Swindell, and another is planned for after the April 2006 

trash pick-up.  Additionally, a study break, consisting of lunch, movie, and games was held at the end of 

the fall semester so that student members can relax and break away from the rigors of academia before 

final exams.  A study break is also planned for the end of the spring semester.  Chapter members also 

attended numerous social events during the TexITE meetings and other conferences.    
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Chapter Membership Services 

ITE Student Chapter Library  

The ITE Student Chapter Library contains many useful resources, aiding our members in their 

coursework and research projects.  The library consists of over 2000 references, and receives an average 

of two new documents each week through donation.  Publications include ITE Journals, Transportation 

Research Record, NCHRP and TCRP reports, textbooks, and numerous other transportation related 

references.  These resources are predominately gifts from the University professors and from the 

transportation professionals of the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI).  We will also occasionally 

receive literary sources from former students.   

 

While we count ourselves fortunate for all of the donations, we are rapidly running out of space provided 

to us by TTI.  This semester the Chapter was able bring additional bookshelves into the library thanks to 

TTI. Zhirui Ye, the student chapter librarian, is responsible for managing the library and is also in the 

process of reorganizing the library to accommodate materials donated over the past year. 

 

ITE Student Chapter Website 

The ITE Student Chapter website is a valuable resource for our members.  It contains contact information 

of all the officers, schedules of upcoming activities, membership information, the student resume page, 

internship and job postings, and general information for potential student members.  Furthermore, a 

picture gallery archive was recently added to the website that we hope will draw new membership while 

offering former students an opportunity to reflect upon their years in TAMUite. 

 

James Bryan is the webmaster and is responsible for updating our Chapter website.  We are currently in 

the process of collecting contact information of former student chapter members for an alumni page the 

Chapter will be adding to website by the start of the fall 2006 semester. 

Our Student Chapter website contains a link which enables employers to gain access to our members’ 

resumes.  It has recently been updated and has been used by employers.  The resume link is also an added 

incentive for new members to join as they begin looking for employment.  James Bryan, the webmaster, 

is responsible for updating the resumes on-line so that potential employers may access them at 

http://ite.tamu.edu.  The Chapter also compiles all of the resumes onto a CD-ROM that can be handed out 

at technical meetings in a joint effort with other student chapters. 
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Welcoming Committee 

In September 2005, the Welcoming Committee held an informational welcome meeting for all incoming 

transportation graduate students.  Packets were provided to each student containing information not 

usually given to the student during orientation such as where the graduate computer labs are located and 

how to gain access and a list of research resources on campus and on the internet.  Other aspects of life in 

Bryan-College Station were also provided, such as the location of several restaurants and recreational 

facilities in the area.   

 

In December, Vichika Iragavarapu was elected as the new Welcoming Committee Chair, and two 

members of the committee were appointed at this time as well.  The committee is diligently working to 

improve the resource packet the Chapter will provide to new graduate students in fall 2006, and to 

enhance the activities at the informational meeting to involve the entire membership.  Future efforts of 

this committee will also focus on undergraduates who have recently chosen transportation elective path 

for the remainder of their undergraduate studies and toward those undergraduates still considering 

transportation as their elective path. 

 

University Relations 

One of the many components to an efficient and successful student organization is the level of interaction 

between a student chapter and other university entities and organizations.  There are various members 

within our student chapter that take part in this process, but in particular, the officers are key to ensuring 

effective communication with the university and student groups.   

 

The President of the student chapter is the primary liaison to the university.  The current President, Erin 

Eurek, worked directly with the Texas A&M University Student Activities Department to maintain our 

student chapter charter and to keep current on the various opportunities and benefits associated with being 

recognized as a student organization by the University.  For instance, this semester President Erin Eurek, 

Vice President Anthony Luce, and Librarian Zhirui Ye attended various leadership seminars to maintain 

the organization’s recognized status.   

 

Both the past and present presidents have represented the student chapter at the Civil Engineering Student 

Advisory Council (CESAC).  This Council is made up of officers, primarily student chapter presidents, 

from civil engineering organizations such as ASCE and Chi Epsilon.  The Council meets directly with the 

Civil Engineering Department Head and discusses key concerns related to the civil engineering student 

body needs.  Currently, the members of CESAC are working with the technical and computer support 
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staff to address student concerns about the undergraduate and graduate computer labs.  The department is 

also in the process of creating a program known as “Aggie Ambassadors,” who will aid in the recruitment 

of future civil engineers in Texas high schools.  This program is set to launch in fall 2006 and the Chapter 

will nominate a student member to serve as an ambassador for the department.  Chapter President, Erin 

Eurek, is also working with the transportation faculty to help promote and coordinate transportation 

seminars hosted by the Zachry Department of Civil Engineering.  

 

Other officers that have been instrumental with University relations are the Vice President, the Treasurer 

and the Public Relations Director.  The Vice President not only fills in for the President in his/her 

absence, but he/she plans each Chapter-sponsored trip within the University mandated policies and 

restrictions.  As each University-recognized student organization is required to house their chapter funds 

in the University financial department, the Treasurer must work diligently to stay current on all University 

financial requirements to guarantee that the student chapter funds are not blocked from use.  The Public 

Relations Director is also key to our interaction with the University.  He/she will work with other 

organizations such as ASCE, Chi Epsilon and International Golden Key Honour Society to schedule 

community service activities and joint social and informational events.  Through maintaining clear, open 

communication with the University and other student organizations, the student chapter will continue to 

improve upon itself and benefit the University in the process. 
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Section 4 
SUMMARY OF STUDENT CHAPTER GOALS 

 

Our student chapter officers have met numerous times over the past year and we have set both short-term 

and long-term goals.  The short-term goals are broken down into two categories, essential and 

experimental.  The long-term plan only contains experimental ideas.  These initiatives will help our 

officers and student members focus on tangible goals to guarantee that chapter business will move 

forward to aid students in their academic and professional growth. 

 

The essential objectives of the chapter include the activities needing completion annually to maintain our 

chapter charter and to benefit our student members.  For instance, we submit two chapter reports a year 

and annually complete the recognition process through the University.  To accomplish these tasks, the 

officers must work hard to plan out the steps required to finish each one of these tasks within the time 

constraints of classes and Chapter activities.  Furthermore, we hold a minimum of four technical meetings 

a semester to help ensure that we are exposing the students to current transportation related issues.  In 

addition to the standard meetings, we hold at least one social event a semester to further promote intra-

chapter fellowship.  

 

Two other essential, short-term goals that we have each semester are to participate in Adopt-A-Highway 

and perform traffic counts.  Four times a year we help our local community by cleaning a local roadway.  

Traffic counts are a different service for the community in that they will help traffic engineers and 

consultants develop traffic and access plans that should meet the growing needs of the community.   

 

Another goal that has previously been mentioned is a resume CD-ROM.  We would like to compile 

resumes not only of the students at Texas A&M, but of those at all schools across Texas.  This would 

allow employers to have easy access to a large number of resumes.  Additionally, this would aid in 

boosting correspondence and cooperation amongst the various student chapters across the state.  

Cooperation with other chapters is another major goal of TAMUite.  The district 9 student chapters have 

successfully complied two more student resume CDs for the summer and winter TexITE meetings.  These 

CDs have been very popular among employers and the Chapter plans to continue with this semi-annual 

cooperative effort.  The Chapter has also recently updated our student resume books to student resume 

CDs.  This method of resume distribution been able to save the Chapter money, and companies are now 

able to share the information with their colleagues more easily so that more perspective employers have 

access to our job-seeking members. 
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Section 5 
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Appendix 
ROSTER OF STUDENT CHAPTER MEMBERS 

 

Last Name First Name Expected Graduation National Membership
Anderson Glenn May-07 Pending 
Armstrong Lindsay May-06 Student 
Barbier Michael May-06 Pending 
Batenhorst James TBD Student 
Boone Nathan May-06 Pending 
Burrow Andrew December-06 Student 
Butler Austin May-07 Pending 
Bryan James May-06 Student 
Cheek Marshall May-07 Student 
Chrostowski Megan December-06 Student 
Chum Geoffrey May-07 Student 
Clark Jerremy May-07 Student 
Debaillon Chris May-06 Student 
Emge Clay TBD Student 
Eurek Erin December-06 Student 
Fields James May-06 Student 
Flake Travis May-06 Pending 
Geedipally Srinivas August-09 Student 
Gogula Madhuri May-06 Student 
Gokhale Bhushan August-06 Student 
Harris Melanie May-07 Pending 
Hart Benajmin May-06 Student 
Hays Jessica May-07 Student 
Howson Andrea August-06 Pending 
Howson Jonathan TBD Pending 
Iragavarapu Vichika August-07 Student 
Kuchangi Shamanth August-06 Student 
LaFerney Carl December-06 Student 
Lee Sunghoon May-07 Pending 
Li Ji May-06 Student 
Li Linhua August-06 Student 
Li Sze Lun May-06 Student 
Luce Anthony May-06 Student 
Mahlawat Maneesh August-07 Pending 
Mathur Dipti August-06 Student 
Milsaps Aaron May-06 Student 
Mokkapati Naveen May-07 Pending 
Narayanasamy Madhusudhanan May-06 Student 
Ofori-Abebresse Edward August-06 Pending 
Palekar Trishul May-06 Student 
Parashar Rajat May-06 Student 
Patil Sunil August-09 Pending 
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Rayan Sejvaraj TBD Student 
Salehi Ashtiani Reza May-07 Student 
Saucier Erin May-06 Student 
Singi Reddy Giridhar Reddy August-07 Student 
Sneed Matt December-06 Pending 
Stensrud Rachael May-06 Student 
Swindell Steven December-06 Student 
Tong Jiaxin August-07 Student 
Torres Daniel December-06 Student 
Villavaso Stephen May-06 Student 
Warner Stephanie May-06 Student 
Williams Cameron August-06 Student 
Xie Yuanchang May-07 Pending 
Yaklin Joseph May-06 Student 
Ye Zhirui May-07 Pending 

 
 


