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Context Sensitive Solutions
(pedestrian, transit, bike)

AASHTO based system – the roadway setting is 

simply defined as being either urban or rural 

The number of different highway types is quite 

small

Conversely, German guidelines use a complex 

system that distinguishes between a large number of 

roadway types 

There are three different criteria for determining 

the roadway setting 

is the road outside or within a built-up area?

is the road framed by buildings?

is the roadway used largely for vehicular or 

pedestrian access or does it serve the role as a 

public gathering place?

Transect or context zones



Implicit understanding that roadways serve many 

functions beyond that of simply carrying vehicular 

traffic. 

For example, the German E VI is a roadway that is 

commonly designed as a public meeting place and 

excludes vehicular traffic.

In general, the German system includes community 

friendly streets as part of the regular design scheme.  

In the USA, such roads can only be considered as an 

exception to the accepted design standard. 

oWhile the American guides suggest nine 

different categories, the German guide defines 

twenty-two highway classifications.



Smart Code

Form Based Code

Streets designed with all users in mind 

help connect transit to destinations –

work, stores, school, and home. Every 

transit trip requires crossing the 

street at least once, and a complete 

streets policy ensures those streets 

have safe crossings and accessible 

sidewalks to get passengers, regardless 

of ability, from the bus or train to 

where they need to go.



Context Sensitive Solutions versus Complete Streets

The Federal Complete Streets Act of 2009 defines 

Complete Streets as:

“A roadway that accommodates all travelers, particularly 

public transit users, bicyclists, pedestrians (including 

individuals of all ages and individuals with mobility, 

sensory, neurological, or hidden disabilities), and 

motorists, to enable all travelers to use the roadway 

safely and efficiently.”

The complete streets framework includes not only 

retrofitting existing streets to increase safety for all, 

but changing project scoping, planning procedures, 

and design standards so that streets are routinely 

designed with all users in mind from the outset.  The 

related concept, CSS, emphasizes designing roadways 

with the surrounding context in mind.



Functions of a “Complete Street”

Moving

Meeting

Marketing

















Challenges for Planners:





Creating a better public realm



Pedestrian Realm Zones







Role of Transit Stops & Amenities:

Linkage with adjacent land uses

Functionality as part of the street 

system

Linkage with the community and 

the transit agency

Design components suggesting a 

“sense of place” and permanence



Roadside amenities





All modes are accommodated on this Portland street



Examples of coordination between the 

City, Developers, Planners, and VIA

Verano and Texas A&M SA

24th/Cupples at Our Lady of the Lake

Olmos Park Planning Workshops



*Renderings from 

Texas A&M Master 

Plan



Our Lady of the Lake University

Design comments for the relationship of transit and 

pedestrian movement for 24th/Cupples:  Roadway is 

planned for a reduction to a single lane in each direction 

instead two lanes through OLLU and reduce design speed.





Olmos Park roadside issues



Two lane or four lane?
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Vertical or 

Lateral?  

Alternative 

Approaches to 

Managing the 

Transportation 

System Supply & 

Demand
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Existing conditions produced by the conventional system along Columbia Pike.

The effect of new standards for the public realm and private building placement.

An illustrated vision for future private development.

* Mary E. Madden & Bill Spikowski  ULI





Planning Tools – Santa Clara VTA













Questions?

Streets designed with all users in mind help 

connect transit to destinations – work, stores, 

school, and home. Every transit trip requires 

crossing the street at least once, and a 

complete streets policy ensures those streets 

have safe crossings and accessible sidewalks to 

get passengers, regardless of ability, from the 

bus or train to where they need to go.


